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Objectives

Participants will:

Understand what Family Engagement is and the 
6 factors that support Family Engagement

Understand factors that influence families of 
children with special needs

Understand ways you can effectively engage 
families in your program

Explore frameworks for supporting Family 
Engagement

Explore resources to support families of 
children with special needs



What is Family 
Engagement?



Six Factors in 
Family 

Engagement

1. Programs 
encourage and 
validate family 
participation –
families are given 
opportunities to 
actively take part 
in decision making



Practice Profile

http://www.azed.gov/ece/inclusion/

http://www.azed.gov/ece/inclusion/


Six Factors in 
Family 

Engagement

2. Two-way communication is 
facilitated through multiple 
forms and is timely, 
continuous, and invites 
conversations

3. Families and the program 

collaborate and 

exchange information 



Crosswalk Tool



Six Factors in 
Family 

Engagement
4. Programs and families 

emphasize creating and 
sustaining early learning 
opportunities at home and in 
the community that extend 
what is being taught in the 
classroom

5. Families create a home 

environment that values 

learning and supports the 

efforts of the program



Six Factors in 
Family 

Engagement

6. Programs create an 
ongoing and 
comprehensive system 
for promoting family 
engagement that 
ensures leadership and 
teachers have the 
training and supports 
needed to fully engage 
families



Supporting 
Families of 

Children with 
Special 
Needs

Many families go through stages 
similar to the 5 stages of grief 
when adjusting to having a child 
with special needs



Building 
Partnerships

Parents are the first and most important 
teachers of young children



Scenario

A child in your class has just had 
an IEP written for 
Developmental Delays.  You are 
meeting with the family for the 
first time since the IEP meeting 
and the mother begins crying 
and states that she still just 
can’t believe there is anything 
wrong with her child.

• Where is this mother in the stages?  
What can you do to support this family?

• Discuss with your group the conversation 
you would have with this family

• Discuss what resources you might provide



What you can do

• Provide information 
to parents about 
parent advocacy or 
parent support 
groups

• Provide families 
information 
regarding their 
rights



What you can do

• Provide opportunities for 
parent education

• Provide opportunities for 
parents to be part of ECQUIP 
teams, policy councils, or 
become board members



What you can 
do

• Hold parent teacher conferences regularly throughout 
the year

• Ask parents their hopes and dreams for their child

• Share assessment data with parents

• Invite input on menus, themes, learning opportunities

• Allow parents opportunities to volunteer 

• Have an open door policy

• Provide information in parent’s home language 

• Invite parents to share their culture, job, or hobbies 
with the class

• Invite parents to provide input into your ongoing 
progress  monitoring system (i.e. Teaching Strategies 
Gold) 



Activity

1. At your tables, chart specific activities 
that you are currently doing to 
support Family Engagement in your 
school/program (15 mins.).  Identify 
which of the 6 Factors each activity 
falls under.  Be prepared to share.

2. Discuss with your group something 
new you plan on implementing to 
support Family Engagement in your 
school/program             (5 mins.)



US 
Department of 
Education Dual 

Capacity-
Building 

Framework



Harvard Family Research Project



Office of Head Start Parent, Family and Community 
Engagement Framework

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/pfce-framework.pdf

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/pfce-framework.pdf


Resources
• https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family

• http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-
engagement

• http://www.hfrp.org/

• http://www.azed.gov/parents/familyengagement/

• http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices

• Halgunseth & Peterson (NAEYC) and Stark & Moodie 
(Pre-k Now) in Family Engagement, Diverse Families 
and Early Childhood Education Programs: An 
Integrated Review of the Literature (2009)

• Building Family, School, and Community Partnerships, 
Third Edition (2007); Wright, Stegelin, and Hartle; 
Pearson Publishing

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family
http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement
http://www.hfrp.org/
http://www.azed.gov/parents/familyengagement/
http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices


Wrap Up

Questions, Comments, 
Thoughts
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